CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Human Diastrophism 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1400247.000 

Medium: 

Book 

Author: 

Gilbert Hernandez 

Publisher: 

Fantagraphics Book 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Auckland Council 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Descriptive note: Sex scenes and nudity 

Display conditions: When the book is on public display, the classification given to the book 

must be shown by way of a label issued in accordance with a direction 
under s36(A)(2) of the FVPC Act. 


Date of entry in Register: 28 May 2015 


Date of direction to issue 27 May 2015 
a label: 


Date of notice of decision: 


No notice of decision has been issued 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication was submitted by Auckland Libraries for reconsideration of its classification. The 
publication is a compilation which includes the graphic novel ‘Human Diastrophism’, along with 
other shorter comic strips. In 1991 The publication was classified as ‘ indecent in the hands of 
persons under 16 years of age’ by the Indecent Publications Tribunal (IPT 91-6). 

The publication is set predominantly in the fictional Mexican village of Palomar. It concerns the 
lives of various villagers. The storylines are in many ways reminiscent of a soap opera. The 




publication has considerable artistic merit, being a recognised as an accomplished example of the 
graphic novel form. The publication contains a significant amount of sexual material which is 
frank, detailed, and complex. This material is likely to adversely affect the development of 
impressionable children and younger teenagers who are still in the process of forming attitudes 
and behaviours towards sexuality. The publication is classified as objectionable except if the 
availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. This 
restriction on availability is the minimum necessary to prevent likely injury to public good, and is 
consistent with the freedoms afforded by New Zealand Bill of Rights Act. 



